
Science has always been 
one of my passions; as 
well as art and history. 

My mother, Joy, worked 
for Bloomingdale Schools 
for 22 years. I am also a 
Bloomingdale graduate. 
I am excited and grate-
ful for the opportunity to 

come back home.

I am excited about joining 
the Bloomingdale team 

and am passionate about 
helping students learn, 

grow, and feel supported. 
Outside of school, I enjoy 

spending time with my 
daughter, sewing, crochet-

ing, and finding creative 
ways to make things by 

hand. 

I am looking forward 
to teaching music and 

getting to know students 
at Bloomingdale and 

Pullman Elementaries! I 
previously taught mu-

sic in Ohio and am now 
living in Holland, MI, with 
my husband and three 
children. I’m grateful for 
the opportunity to share 
my passion for singing, 

dancing, playing, and so 
much more to encourage 
creativity, confidence, and 
community for our young 

Cardinals!

Hi! My name is Ms. 
Johnson, and I’m so 

excited to be joining the 
Bloomingdale family! I’ve 
always had a passion for 
education and am look-

ing forward to supporting 
students in reaching their 

goals.

I come from the Flint area, 
where I earned a Bache-
lors in Music Education in 
2025 at the University of 
Michigan - Flint. I am an 
avid Saxophone player, 
and play all forms of the 

instrument, from Soprano 
to Baritone.

I’m excited to begin this 
new adventure as the 

Bloomingdale middle and 
high school art teacher! 
I am so excited to meet 
my students and help 

them discover the joy of 
creating art.

I am excited to join the 
Bloomingdale Cardinal 
team and contribute to 
a positive, supportive 

learning environment. I 
look forward to getting to 
know the students and 
helping them grow with 

confidence throughout the 
school year. 

Hello! My name is Caiyla 
Finch, and I am so excit-

ed to be joining Blooming-
dale Elementary as the 

General Education Social 
Worker. I was born and 
raised in Bloomingdale, 
and it means so much 
to have the opportunity 
to return and serve the 
community that shaped 
so much of who I am.

I earned my Bachelor’s 
degree in Social Work 

from Grand Valley State 
University before complet-

ing my Master of Social 
Work at Western Michi-
gan University. This past 
July, I married my high 

school sweetheart, Carter 
Finch, and we share our 
home with our two minia-
ture dachshunds, Miggy 

and Gibby.

My name is Sydney Tilma, 
and I am a graduate from 
Cornerstone University. I 

love to have fun and make 
new friends wherever I 

go! I’m so excited for this 
upcoming school year, Go 

Cardinals! 

Mandy has been a 
dedicated member of 

our school district for 15 
years and is completing 
her Bachelor’s degree 

in Elementary Education 
through Western Michigan 

University’s Grow Your 
Own program.

Coming back to Blooming-
dale is so special to me. 
I am incredibly grateful 
to work alongside many 
of the teachers and staff 

members who made such 
a positive impact on my 

own life. I look forward to 
supporting our students, 

building meaningful 
relationships with fami-
lies, and giving back to 
the community that has 

always meant so much to 
me.
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Support of Operating Millage Proposal
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Bloomingdale Public 
Schools extends its sin-
cere thanks to the voters 
of the school district com-
munity for their support 
of the district’s Operating 
Millage Proposal on the 
August 4 ballot. The pro-
posal passed by a vote of 
657 yes to 622 no.

This approval allows 
the district to restore its 
non-homestead operat-
ing millage to the full 18 
mills, which is the amount 
Michigan’s school funding 
formula expects school 
districts to collect locally 
in order to receive their 
full per-pupil foundation 
allowance. Because of 
the Headlee Amendment, 
the district’s authorized 
non-homestead operating 
millage had been rolled 
back below 18 mills, cre-
ating a projected loss of 
operating revenue for the 
district.

Operating millage 

revenue supports the 
district’s general fund and 
helps pay for day-to-day 
school operations, includ-
ing staffing, classroom 
materials, transportation, 
utilities, student programs, 
and other regular operat-
ing expenses.

It is also important to 
reiterate that this operat-
ing millage does not apply 
to primary residences. 
Homeowners who own 
and live in their home as 
their primary residence 
do not pay this operat-
ing millage. The millage 
applies only to non-home-
stead property, such as 
business property, rental 
property, second homes, 
vacant land, and other 
property not exempted by 
law.

We recognize that 
any tax matter deserves 
careful consideration, 
and we are mindful of the 
financial pressures faced 

by families, businesses, 
property owners, and 
local communities. School 
districts do not take these 
requests lightly. However, 
Michigan’s school funding 
structure requires districts 
to seek voter approval to 
restore operating millage 
reduced by Headlee in 
order to receive the full 
funding amount assumed 
under the state’s founda-
tion allowance formula.

On behalf of Blooming-
dale Public Schools, 
thank you to everyone 
who took time to learn 
about the proposal, ask 
questions, share informa-
tion, and participate in the 
election. We are grateful 
for the continued support 
of our schools and remain 
committed to using district 
resources responsibly in 
service of our students, 
staff, families, and com-
munity.

Bond Projects Update
Thanks to the support 

of Bloomingdale Public 
Schools voters, work con-
tinues on the district’s $17 
million bond approved in 
May 2024. Over the past 
two summers, these in-
vestments have improved 
safety, modernized 
learning environments, 
and addressed import-
ant infrastructure needs 
across the district.

Series 1 construction 
included major projects at 
all three schools. Pullman 
Elementary received a 
new roof, parking lots and 
parent drop-off drive, ren-
ovated restrooms and of-
fice space, a secure entry 
vestibule, new boilers and 
sidewalks, and upgrades 
to windows, doors, and 
mechanical controls. 
Bloomingdale Elementary 
improvements included a 
new roof, office and con-
ference spaces, a secure 
entry vestibule, new park-
ing lots and sidewalks, 
boilers, a water heater, 
and mechanical controls. 
At the Middle and High 
School, work included a 
secure main entrance, 
renovated main office, 
new fire doors near the 

Makerspace Lab, boilers, 
a water heater, mechan-
ical controls, and a new 
middle school parking lot 
and drive.

Series 2 construction 
is now nearing comple-
tion, with most of the 
work concentrated at 
Bloomingdale Elemen-
tary and the Middle/High 
School. At Bloomingdale 
Elementary, projects 
include renovated gang 
and select classroom 
restrooms, new exterior 
windows, gymnasium 
painting, and new exterior 
stairs and sidewalks. Mid-
dle/High School projects 
include renovated cen-
tral office space, select 
middle school window 
replacement, new hallway 
security doors, renovated 
middle school restrooms 
and locker rooms, select 
concrete replacement, 
and a new roof. Pullman 
Elementary also received 
new asphalt approaching 
the parent drop-off loop 
and new office windows. 
New directional signage 
within the Village of 
Bloomingdale will help 
visitors locate the Middle/
High School campus, 

athletic facilities, and 
Bloomingdale Elemen-
tary.

A few remaining proj-
ects may extend into the 
beginning of the school 
year but are not expect-
ed to disrupt the start of 
school. We are grateful 
to our community for 
supporting this invest-
ment and remain com-
mitted to delivering the 
improvements presented 
to voters. Construction 
photos and updates are 
available on the Bond 
Project Update page at 
bdalecards.com/o/bps/
page/bond-update.


